
 

An Investigative Summary: Key Evidence in the Dan Markel 
Murder Case for Podcast & YouTube Series 
 

 

Introduction: The Dan Markel Murder Case Overview 

 

The 2014 assassination of Florida State University law professor Dan Markel 
represents a complex and meticulously planned murder-for-hire, allegedly 
orchestrated by his former in-laws, the Adelson family. This crime unfolded amidst a 
contentious child custody dispute following Markel's divorce from Wendi Adelson, the 
Adelson family's daughter. Markel was fatally shot in his Tallahassee home on July 18, 
2014, succumbing to his injuries the following day.1 The investigation has led to the 
conviction of four individuals directly involved in the plot: Sigfredo Garcia, identified as 
one of the hitmen; Luis Rivera, an accomplice who later became a state's witness; 
Katherine Magbanua, who served as an intermediary connecting the Adelsons to the 
hitmen; and Charlie Adelson, Markel's former brother-in-law, convicted as the alleged 
mastermind of the operation.1 

Currently, Donna Adelson, the matriarch of the Adelson family and Markel's former 
mother-in-law, faces charges of first-degree murder, conspiracy to commit murder, 
and solicitation of murder. Her trial is anticipated to commence on August 25, 2025.1 
While Wendi Adelson, Markel's ex-wife, and her father, Harvey Adelson, have not been 
formally charged, prosecutors have publicly identified both as "conspirators" in the 
killing.1 This report synthesizes critical evidence derived from court records, public 
transcripts, and primary video sources, focusing on key jailhouse conversations, FBI 
wiretap recordings, and crucial 911 caller testimony. This compilation aims to provide a 
structured and comprehensive research foundation for a forthcoming podcast and 
YouTube series exploring the intricacies of this high-profile case. 

 

I. Jail Calls: Donna and Charlie Adelson 



 

Jailhouse conversations between Donna Adelson and her incarcerated son, Charlie 
Adelson, offer a revealing window into their reactions following Charlie's conviction, 
their alleged attempts to evade legal consequences, and their strategic discussions 
regarding the unfolding case. These recorded calls have been a central point of 
contention in pre-trial hearings for Donna Adelson, who has testified about their 
content, asserting that recordings made after Charlie terminated the call constituted a 
violation of privacy.3 

 

Summary of Key Jailhouse Conversations 

 

In the period immediately following Charlie Adelson's 2023 conviction, he reportedly 
initiated 86 calls to Donna Adelson's iPhone, leading up to her own arrest.6 These 
numerous communications underscore the escalating pressure on the Adelson family 
and their discussions about future actions.7 A particularly significant development 
occurred in November 2023 when Donna Adelson was apprehended at Miami 
International Airport. She was attempting to board a flight to Vietnam, a country 
notably lacking an extradition treaty with the United States.2 This arrest was expedited 
by investigators upon learning of her imminent departure, indicating a perceived flight 
risk.8 During a subsequent hearing, a "shocking jail call" between Donna and Charlie 
was introduced into evidence, prompting Donna to testify in its defense and challenge 
the legality of portions of the recording.4 

 

Discussions of Fleeing the Country 

 

The most incriminating aspect of these jail calls involves explicit or implicit discussions 
about evading justice by leaving the country. Donna Adelson's arrest at the airport, 
while attempting to travel to a non-extradition nation, directly corroborates the 
seriousness of these discussions.2 The conversations between Charlie Adelson and his 
parents, Donna and Harvey, included talk of "fleeing to foreign countries" and making 
arrangements for Charlie's son.7 This pattern of communication, coupled with Donna's 
actions, demonstrates a clear and active intent to evade legal accountability by the 
Adelson family matriarch. Law enforcement's swift intervention, based on intelligence 



regarding Donna's flight risk, highlights the perceived strength of the evidence 
against her and the urgency of preventing her escape. This sequence of events 
further illuminates the family's desperation in the aftermath of Charlie's conviction. 

●​ Notable Quotes (related to fleeing): 
○​ Charlie Adelson to his parents: Discussed "taking care of his son and fleeing 

to foreign countries".7 

○​ Donna Adelson's actions: Arrested "en route to Vietnam — a nation with no 
U.S. extradition treaty".2 Her arrest was "accelerated after investigators 
learned she was trying to leave the country".8 

●​ YouTube Link: "Newly Released Jail Calls Reveal Charlie Adelson's Family Felt 
Pressure To Flee" 7 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA 

●​ YouTube Link: "Donna Adelson Makes 'Plan to Flee' on Jail Call with Charlie" 9 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRKMOJdY7mU 

 

Allegations of Self-Harm and Emotional State 

 

Donna Adelson exhibited significant emotional distress during her court appearances 
and while incarcerated. She was described as "very animated," at one point "shrieking 
'Oh my God!'" and reacting with "shaking her head, and dropping her jaw when an 
attorney discussed an alleged plot to kill herself".10 She was observed breaking down 
in tears and shaking on the stand as she recounted her experiences in jail, including 
an alleged attack by another inmate and various medical issues.11 Her transfer from 
Miami to Tallahassee in November 2023 necessitated a stop at the hospital due to her 
exhibiting signs of distress.13 

●​ Notable Quotes (related to self-harm/emotional state): 
○​ Donna Adelson's reaction to alleged self-harm plot discussion: "Oh my 

God!".10 

○​ Donna Adelson: Described her "traumatic experience in jail, including being 
attacked by an inmate and suffering from various medical issues".12 

○​ Donna Adelson: "Breaking down crying and shaking on the stand as she 
detailed her life in jail".11 

●​ YouTube Link: "Donna Adelson Yells in Court, Shakes Head as Attorney Discusses 
Alleged Plot to Kill Herself" 10 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk 

●​ YouTube Link: "Donna Adelson Breaks Down Crying on Stand in Bond Hearing" 11 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZRKMOJdY7mU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk


-​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE 

●​ YouTube Link: "Donna Adelson Pleads for Bond After Shocking Jail Calls 
Released" 12 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA 

 

Payments and Financial Discussions 

 

The jail calls also reveal discussions concerning financial arrangements and the need 
to "take care of things." These conversations suggest an ongoing preoccupation with 
managing financial and familial matters in light of Charlie's conviction and Donna's 
own impending legal challenges. 

●​ Notable Quotes: 
○​ Donna: “I have to talk, when we have a moment, about things that we need to 

take care of, ok?” 
○​ Charlie: “Yeah – money and stuff like that, I got you.” 
○​ Donna: “Things I need to take care of for [grandchild] and, you know, ways 

that we can take care of him and help him, so there's that. That's the most 
important. And then, just figuring out about the dogs. (Sobbing) I've got to 
take care of things, Charlie.” 14 

 

Coded Language and Strategic Planning 

 

While the "TV" joke is more extensively detailed in the wiretap section, its appearance 
in the context of Adelson family communications is noteworthy. Wendi Adelson had 
previously made a "bad and off-color joke" about the comparative costs of a 
television versus a murder-for-hire.15 This "TV" joke later became a significant code 
word within the alleged plot.16 Charlie Adelson's attorney, during his trial, 
acknowledged that Charlie was prone to making "really bad jokes" about hiring a 
hitman.18 

Charlie Adelson's jail calls also shed light on his self-perception and strategic 
considerations. He expressed a strong belief in the effectiveness of his own trial 
testimony, relaying that his attorney had given him a hypothetical "score" of "95" and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA


that he "came across fantastic".14 This indicates a significant misjudgment of the jury's 
ultimate decision. He conveyed confidence in his impending acquittal, making plans to 
"see my son," "get out," "be on my boat," and "decide what restaurant I wanted to go 
to".14 Furthermore, Charlie made disparaging remarks about the jurors, referring to 
them as "rednecks" and "inbred," and suggesting they were unduly influenced by the 
prosecution's narrative.14 This reveals a potential sense of superiority or disdain for 
the local community and the judicial process. Donna Adelson's attempts to have 
recordings made after Charlie concluded their calls excluded from evidence, citing 
privacy violations, represent a strategic maneuver to suppress potentially 
incriminating material.3 

The discussions within these jail calls, particularly Charlie Adelson's high 
self-assessment of his testimony and his derogatory remarks about the jurors, 
illustrate a profound disconnect between his perception of events and the eventual 
outcome of his trial. This overconfidence and apparent contempt for the judicial 
process likely contributed to his decision to testify, which ultimately proved 
unconvincing to the jury. This also portrays a family that may view those outside their 
immediate social circle with disdain, an attitude that could have negatively influenced 
public perception and jury sentiment if fully revealed during trial. This dynamic 
reinforces a central theme often advanced by the prosecution: the Adelsons may have 
perceived themselves as being above the law or capable of manipulating the legal 
system. 

Table 1: Key Jail Call Excerpts (Donna & Charlie Adelson) 

 
Call 
Date/Approx. 
Time 

Speaker(s) Key Quote Theme Source Link 

Post-convicti
on 

Charlie 
Adelson to 
parents 

Discussed 
"taking care 
of his son 
and fleeing 
to foreign 
countries." 

Fleeing 7 https://www.
youtube.com
/watch?v=SE
4j-mE4WHA 

November 
2023 

Donna 
Adelson's 
actions 

Arrested "en 
route to 
Vietnam — a 
nation with 
no U.S. 

Fleeing 2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SE4j-mE4WHA


extradition 
treaty." 

Pre-trial 
hearing 

Donna 
Adelson 

Shrieked "Oh 
my God!" 
when 
attorney 
discussed 
alleged 
self-harm 
plot. 

Emotional 
State/Self-H
arm 

10 https://www.
youtube.com
/watch?v=p-
s0hq5DAZk 

Pre-trial 
hearing 

Donna 
Adelson 

Broke down 
crying and 
shaking on 
stand, 
detailing 
"traumatic 
experience 
in jail." 

Emotional 
State/Self-H
arm 

11 https://www.
youtube.com
/watch?v=Vy
w_oZzB1vE, 
https://www.
youtube.com
/watch?v=KB
fzLg2ymkA 

Post-convicti
on 

Donna & 
Charlie 
Adelson 

Donna: “I 
have to talk, 
when we 
have a 
moment, 
about things 
that we need 
to take care 
of, ok?” 
Charlie: 
“Yeah – 
money and 
stuff like 
that, I got 
you.” 

Payments/St
rategic 
Planning 

14 

Post-convicti
on 

Charlie 
Adelson 

"If I were to 
give you a 
score, I think 
you'd get a 
95,” and 
“you came 
across 
fantastic.” 

Strategic 
Planning/Ad
missions 

14 

Post-convicti Charlie Described Admissions/ 14 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-s0hq5DAZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vyw_oZzB1vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBfzLg2ymkA


on Adelson jurors as 
"rednecks" 
and "inbred." 

Emotional 
State 

Pre-trial 
hearing 

Donna 
Adelson 

Claimed 
recordings 
after Charlie 
hung up 
were 
"violation of 
privacy." 

Strategic 
Planning 

3 https://www.
courttv.com/
title/donna-a
delson-testif
ies-as-defen
se-argues-re
cordings-are
-violation-of
-privacy/ 

 

II. Wiretap Transcripts and Audio: Charlie Adelson and "The 
Bump" 

 

The FBI's "Bump" operation and the subsequent Dolce Vita wiretap conversation 
between Charlie Adelson and Katherine Magbanua represent a critical turning point in 
the investigation, yielding pivotal evidence that ultimately led to Charlie Adelson's 
arrest and conviction.16 

 

Summary of "The Bump" Operation 

 

In 2016, the FBI initiated a covert "bump" operation, a strategic maneuver designed to 
provoke new conversations among the conspirators. An undercover FBI agent 
approached Donna Adelson on the street, posing as the brother of Luis Rivera, one of 
the convicted hitmen.16 The agent presented Donna with a news article about Markel's 
murder, which included a handwritten figure of "$5,000" and a phone number.17 The 
agent requested this sum to assist Rivera's family, implying knowledge that the 
Adelsons had already been supporting Magbanua and Garcia for their roles in the 
murder.16 The primary objective of this sting operation was to "generate new 
conversation about the murder between conspirators" and encourage them to speak 
openly, allowing their discussions to be recorded.16 Immediately following this 
encounter, Donna Adelson made her "first flustered call" to Charlie, setting in motion a 

https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/
https://www.courttv.com/title/donna-adelson-testifies-as-defense-argues-recordings-are-violation-of-privacy/


series of recorded conversations.16 This deliberate investigative tactic successfully 
elicited incriminating statements, demonstrating how law enforcement leveraged 
psychological pressure to break the silence surrounding the conspiracy. The direct 
link between the "bump" and the subsequent wiretap conversation underscores the 
effectiveness of such strategic maneuvers in uncovering crucial evidence, suggesting 
that without this intervention, key details might have remained hidden, significantly 
impacting the prosecution's case against both Charlie and Donna. 

 

The Dolce Vita Conversation (Charlie Adelson & Katherine Magbanua) 

 

The day after the "bump" operation, in April 2016, a secret recording was made at the 
Dolce Vita restaurant in Miami, capturing a conversation between Charlie Adelson and 
Katherine Magbanua.16 Magbanua, Charlie's ex-girlfriend, was identified as the crucial 
link connecting the Adelsons to the individuals who carried out the murder.16 Initially, 
the audio from this recording was challenging to decipher due to background noise. 
However, a forensic audio expert later enhanced the recording, clarifying many 
previously inaudible statements made by Charlie Adelson.16 This enhanced audio 
proved instrumental in Charlie's indictment and subsequent conviction. The same 
recording was also presented as evidence during Magbanua's trial, contributing to her 
conviction.16 

 

Highlights and Key Quotes 

 

The Dolce Vita conversation provides significant revelations about Charlie Adelson's 
state of mind, his awareness of the crime, and his attempts to manage the fallout. 

●​ Paranoia: Charlie Adelson exhibited considerable paranoia regarding the identity 
and intentions of the individual who approached his mother. He stated, "If they 
had any evidence, we would have already gone to the airport," indicating a clear 
understanding of potential legal exposure.17 He speculated that the person who 
approached his mother was "either a blackmailer or a cop".17 Despite this, he 
attempted to project innocence, claiming, "If it's a cop, I'm happy because I've got 
nothing to hide".17 His concern extended to the level of law enforcement 
involvement, noting, "This is gonna put a spotlight on the investigation. The FBI. 



The FBI. We’re talking about a bigwig in the FBI; not like the first-year rookie".16 He 
also alluded to an "inside" source of information, further highlighting his deep 
involvement and knowledge of the situation.16 

●​ Blackmail and Payments: The core of the conversation revolved around the 
"bump" and the implied threat of exposure. Charlie Adelson suggested making a 
"charity" payment to the blackmailer.22 He expressed concern about the 
persistence of the threat, stating, "What I’m saying is, is that this person is not 
going away. They came very equipped with details. Where did the details come 
from? I don’t know." Katherine Magbanua interjected, "And there’s not a lot of 
people that know much about…" emphasizing the limited knowledge of the 
crime's intricacies.16 

●​ Coded Language: The "TV" joke, which had previously been made by Wendi 
Adelson, emerged as a crucial piece of coded communication. In her flustered call 
to Charlie immediately after the "bump," Donna Adelson used the phrase "This TV 
was probably about five".16 Charlie Adelson immediately understood this to refer 
to "$5,000" and that it "mentioned an ex-girlfriend," which he correctly 
interpreted as Katherine Magbanua, even without her being explicitly named.16 
This "TV" reference reportedly originated from Wendi Adelson's earlier comment 
to a repairman that a TV Charlie purchased for her was a "divorce present" 
because it was "cheaper than hiring a hit man".16 This demonstrates that the "TV" 
joke, initially a dark and off-color remark, evolved into a functional code word 
within the family's criminal enterprise. Its consistent use and immediate 
comprehension by both Donna and Charlie indicate a shared, clandestine 
vocabulary developed to discuss the murder plot and its financial implications. 
This points to a deeper level of premeditation and coordination within the Adelson 
family regarding the murder. The existence and use of such a code word suggest 
that the murder plot was not a spontaneous act but a long-standing, deeply 
ingrained family secret, discussed and planned over time. This strengthens the 
prosecution's argument of a family conspiracy, as it demonstrates a shared 
understanding of illicit activities and attempts to conceal them. 

●​ Admissions/Denials and Strategic Planning: Charlie's statements included 
defiant denials and discussions of potential legal strategies. He challenged 
authorities, stating, "If you want to arrest me, fucking arrest me. Come back with 
a warrant".16 He also attempted to distance himself from direct involvement, 
asserting, "Like, go talk to the person who's involved; not f- - -ing people who 
aren't involved. And I'm not involved".17 He reiterated, "So, well, listen, you didn't 
do anything. I didn't do anything".17 Furthermore, Charlie discussed the perceived 
lack of direct evidence against them and even suggested wearing a wire to obtain 



a confession from the blackmailer, indicating a strategic mindset.16 

 

FBI Transcript and Audio Evidence 

 

While full transcripts are not directly provided in the available information, news 
articles frequently reference them and provide key quotes. Publications such as the 
ABA Journal 17 and Florida Politics 16 offer substantial direct quotes and contextual 
information from the Dolce Vita recording. Various YouTube channels, including those 
from Law&Crime Network and CourtTV, have featured content discussing or playing 
portions of these recordings, indicating where audio and potential transcripts might 
be found or further analyzed.20 

Table 2: Dolce Vita Wiretap Key Exchanges (Charlie Adelson & Katherine 
Magbanua) 

 
Speaker(s) Key Quote Theme Interpretation/Si

gnificance 
Source Link 

Charlie Adelson "If they had any 
evidence, we 
would have 
already gone to 
the airport." 

Paranoia Indicates 
awareness of 
guilt and 
potential flight 
plan if evidence 
existed. 

17 

Charlie Adelson "either a 
blackmailer or a 
cop." 

Paranoia Reveals 
suspicion and 
an 
understanding 
of the two 
primary threats 
to their secrecy. 

17 

Charlie Adelson Suggested 
making a 
"charity" 
payment to the 
blackmailer. 

Blackmail Shows 
willingness to 
pay to silence 
the threat, 
implying guilt. 

22 

Donna Adelson "This TV was Coded Coded 16 



(in prior call to 
Charlie) 

probably about 
five." 

Language reference to 
$5,000 
payment and an 
ex-girlfriend 
(Magbanua). 

Charlie Adelson "If you want to 
arrest me, 
fucking arrest 
me. Come back 
with a warrant." 

Denial/Strategic 
Planning 

Defiant posture, 
but also implies 
knowledge of 
police 
procedures and 
lack of 
immediate 
warrant. 

16 

Charlie Adelson "Like, go talk to 
the person 
who's involved; 
not f- - -ing 
people who 
aren't involved. 
And I'm not 
involved." 

Denial Attempt to 
distance himself 
from the crime, 
despite the 
context of the 
conversation. 

17 

Charlie Adelson "This is gonna 
put a spotlight 
on the 
investigation. 
The FBI. The FBI. 
We’re talking 
about a bigwig 
in the FBI; not 
like the 
first-year 
rookie." 

Paranoia Expresses 
concern about 
the high-level 
nature of the 
investigation, 
suggesting 
deep 
involvement. 

16 

Charlie Adelson "Hey, you know 
who this is 
coming from? 
Inside." 

Paranoia Implies an 
internal source 
of information, 
indicating deep 
knowledge of 
the plot. 

16 

 

III. 911 Caller Testimony 



 

The immediate aftermath of Dan Markel's shooting was documented through the 
harrowing accounts of two pivotal witnesses: his neighbor, James Geiger, and his 
friend, Stewart Schlazer, who was on the phone with Markel at the precise moment of 
the attack. Their 911 calls and subsequent trial testimonies provide crucial real-time 
evidence that reconstructs the crime's initial moments. 

 

James Geiger (Neighbor) 

 

James Geiger, who resided next door to Dan Markel, provided testimony that on July 
18, 2014, he heard a distinct gunshot.26 Driven by the sound, he proceeded to Markel's 
residence next door, where he made the grim discovery of Dan Markel shot in the 
head.26 Critically, Geiger observed a "light-colored Prius or similar vehicle" rapidly 
departing Markel's driveway and speeding away from the scene.26 This observation 
proved to be a vital piece of early evidence, as a green Prius was later identified and 
linked to the convicted hitmen.26 Following his discovery, Geiger promptly called 911, 
and his recorded call was subsequently introduced into evidence and published 
during the trial.26 The available information does not indicate any contradictions in 
James Geiger's testimony, suggesting a consistent account across various 
proceedings.26 His immediate response to the gunshot and his quick, accurate 
observation of the getaway vehicle were instrumental in the nascent stages of the 
investigation. 

●​ Court footage or media links: 
○​ Court TV Video: "Neighbor Recalls Finding Victim Dan Markel Shot in His 

Car".27 This video was made available on October 26, 2023.27 

○​ YouTube Link: "FSU Law Professor Murder Trial Day 1 Witness: James Geiger - 
Markel's Neighbor - Found Body" 28 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCiaA1uALVU. This video likely covers his 
testimony from an earlier trial. 

 

Stewart Schlazer (On the Phone with Dan Markel) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCiaA1uALVU


Stewart Schlazer testified that he was on a phone call with Dan Markel at 
approximately 11:00 a.m. on July 18, 2014, discussing the School of Arts and 
Sciences.26 During their conversation, Markel abruptly interrupted, stating, "can you 
please hold on a second? There's an unfamiliar person in my driveway".26 Schlazer 
agreed to hold, but Markel never resumed the conversation.29 Instead, Schlazer then 
heard a "loud sound".26 Following this sound, he described hearing Markel "breathing 
like this (indicating)," and critically, Markel "never spoke another word" to him.26 
Schlazer recounted repeatedly asking, "are you okay?" and "screamed into the phone, 
are you okay?" before ending the call.29 He then immediately texted Markel, asking, 
"are you okay? Is any -- is everything okay?" and subsequently called 911.29 Markel's 
specific use of the words "unfamiliar person" regarding the individual in his driveway 
was a key detail in Schlazer's testimony.29 

Schlazer's testimony has been characterized as "gruesome" 30, underscoring the 
profound emotional impact of his firsthand account. The consistency of his 
recollection, particularly regarding Markel's final words and the precise sequence of 
sounds he heard, contributes significantly to the credibility and impact of his 
testimony. No contradictions in his account are noted in the provided information. His 
testimony is detailed in Appendix A of Katherine Magbanua's appeal brief, on page 4 
29, signifying its importance in previous trials related to the case. 

●​ Court footage or media links: 
○​ YouTube Link: "FSU Law Professor Murder Trial Day 1 Witness Ret Ofc David 

Sims & Stewart Schlazer" 31 -​
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjqRKNvIcjI. This video is likely to contain 
his testimony. 

○​ Transcripts are available in appellate court records.29 

 

Analysis of Testimony 

 

The combined testimonies of James Geiger and Stewart Schlazer provide a near 
real-time, multi-sensory reconstruction of Dan Markel's murder. Schlazer's account 
captures Markel's final moments of awareness and the immediate sound of the 
shooting, while Geiger's narrative confirms the gunshot, the discovery of the victim, 
and the crucial observation of the getaway vehicle. Their individual stories are highly 
consistent and corroborate each other, establishing a strong foundation for the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjqRKNvIcjI


prosecution's timeline and narrative of the crime. 

Markel's statement to Schlazer, "There's an unfamiliar person in my driveway," just 
moments before the loud sound, indicates that he was aware of an unexpected 
individual's presence or arrival just prior to the shooting.26 This, combined with 
Geiger's immediate observation of a vehicle fleeing Markel's driveway after hearing a 
gunshot, strongly supports the prosecution's theory of a targeted, ambush-style 
murder. This sequence of events, captured by independent witnesses, powerfully 
refutes any suggestion of a random act or a self-defense scenario, solidifying the 
narrative of a pre-planned execution. 

Furthermore, Geiger's observation of the "light-colored Prius" 26 was instrumental in 
linking the crime scene to the vehicle later identified as used by the hitmen, Sigfredo 
Garcia and Luis Rivera. This highlights the critical role of initial witness observations in 
complex criminal investigations. The "Prius" became a tangible, traceable element 
that significantly aided in unraveling the conspiracy, demonstrating how seemingly 
small details can become foundational pieces of evidence in a case. 

Table 3: 911 Caller Testimony Overview 

 
Witness 
Name 

Relationship 
to Victim 

Key 
Observation
s/Statements 
Under Oath 

Notable 
Moments/Ins
ights 

Source Link 

James 
Geiger 

Neighbor Heard 
gunshot, 
found Dan 
Markel shot 
in head, saw 
"light-colore
d Prius or 
similar 
vehicle" 
fleeing 
driveway. 
Promptly 
called 911. 

Consistent 
account; 
crucial 
observation 
of getaway 
vehicle 
linked to 
hitmen. 

26 https://www.
courttv.com/
title/neighbo
r-recalls-find
ing-victim-d
an-markel-s
hot-in-his-c
ar/ 

Stewart 
Schlazer 

Friend (on 
phone) 

Markel said, 
"unfamiliar 
person in my 

Provides 
real-time 
audio of 

26 https://edca.
1dca.org/Dca
Docs/2020/3

https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
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https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
https://www.courttv.com/title/neighbor-recalls-finding-victim-dan-markel-shot-in-his-car/
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf


driveway," 
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Conclusion: Implications for the Donna Adelson Trial 

 

The cumulative weight of the evidence presented, particularly derived from the jail 
calls and wiretap recordings, constructs a compelling narrative of the Adelson family's 
deep involvement in the Dan Markel murder and their subsequent efforts to evade 
accountability. The jail calls between Donna and Charlie Adelson vividly portray their 
desperation following Charlie's conviction, including discussions of potential flight 
from the country and Charlie's dismissive remarks about the jury that convicted him.2 
Donna's actual attempt to flee to Vietnam further underscores her awareness of 
culpability and the perceived flight risk she posed.2 

The "Bump" operation and the subsequent Dolce Vita wiretap conversation are central 
to the prosecution's case against Charlie and, by extension, Donna. Charlie's paranoid 
statements regarding potential blackmailers or law enforcement, his suggestion of 
"charity" payments, and the consistent use of the "TV" code word all point to his 
intimate knowledge and active involvement in the murder-for-hire plot.16 The 
successful enhancement of this audio provided critical clarity, directly leading to 
Charlie's arrest and conviction.16 

Furthermore, the 911 caller testimonies from James Geiger and Stewart Schlazer 
provide the chilling, real-time context of Markel's murder. Their accounts corroborate 
the premeditated and targeted nature of the attack and offer vital details, such as the 
description of the getaway vehicle, which proved crucial for the investigation.26 

For the upcoming Donna Adelson trial, this body of evidence will be paramount. 
Prosecutors are expected to leverage the jail calls to demonstrate her consciousness 
of guilt and her flight risk, while the wiretap evidence will be used to establish her role 

https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf
https://edca.1dca.org/DcaDocs/2020/3259/2020-3259_Brief_1047865_RC14202D20Appendix.pdf


in the broader conspiracy, particularly her immediate reaction to the "bump" and her 
coded communication with Charlie. The collective evidence strongly suggests a 
deep-seated family conspiracy, where each identified member played a role in the 
planning, execution, or subsequent attempts to conceal Dan Markel's murder. The 
primary challenge for the defense will be to credibly explain away these direct and 
circumstantial pieces of evidence, particularly the evident intent to flee and the 
incriminating nature of the recorded conversations, in the face of such a 
comprehensive narrative. 
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